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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  1,  1959 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  87O 

Next  Monday,  May  k,  we're  going  to  have  a  big  international  discussion, 
here  at  the  Department,  on  the  latest  livestock  and  poultry  feeding  methods.  It 
is  aimed  at  encouraging  more  use  of  U.S.  feedstuffs  in  Europe.    About  30  special- 
ists from  10  western  European  countries  will  join  representatives  of  U.S. 
industry,  colleges  and  government  in  considering  how  advanced  scientific  feeding 
methods  can  step  up  production  of  animal  products.    This  symposium  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Department  and  the  Soybean  Council  and  forms  part  of  the 
Department's  overall  program  of  foreign  market  development.    Later  in  the  week 
the  foreign  feeding  and  animal  nutrition  experts  will  start  on  a  tour  in  the 
Midwest  to  get  a  close-up  on  feed  laboratories  and  manufacturing  plants. 

World  Focus  on  Food  for  Peace 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  May  5  and  6,  considerable  attention  here  and  else- 
where will  focus  on  the  Food  for  Peace  meeting  and  what  may  come  out  of  it. 
This  week  representatives  of  the  five  countries  involved  have  been  getting  things 
ready  for  the  main  conference  of  Cabinet  members  from  Argentina,  Australia, 
Canada,  France,  and  the  U.S.  -  the  big  five  wheat  exporters.    Those  leaders  will 
explore  practical  ways  of  using  farm  surpluses  to  reinforce  peace  throughout  the 
world.     Commenting  on  these  prospects  at  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute's 
Agricultural  Exposition  yesterday,  Ass't  Sec'y  Ervin  L.  Peterson  declared  we 
are  proud  of  the  record  this  country  has  made  in  food  distribution  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  but  we  think  this  conference  may  offer  some  possibilities  for  us  to 
do  even  more.    Sec'y  Peterson  pointed  out  that  in  many  parts  of  the  world  food 
can  help  populations  put  their  energies  to  work  faster  on  health,  education,  and 
economic  development.    He  said  eventually,  food  aid  coupled  with  general  improve- 
ment of  economic  conditions  can  help  these  people  become  better  customers  for 
farm  and  other  goods  moving  through  commercial  channels. 

Extension  Team  to  Scout  Trade  Abroad 

Yesterday  the  Department  also  announced  that  a  Federal-State  Extension  team 
will  leave  here  about  May  23  for  a  close-up  on  market  problems  and  policies  in 
foreign  countries.    Since  the  production  of  about  one-sixth  of  U.S.  cropland 
moves  abroad,  farmers  and  marketers  need  to  know  what  qualities  in  their  products 
foreign  customers  like  most,  as  well  as  the  harvesting,  packaging  and  marketing 
methods  which  most  encourage  foreign  sales.    After  surveys  and  consultations 
abroad  the  team  made  up  of  seven  State  Ext.  representatives  and  two  from  the  USDA, 
will  report  to  the  Adm'r  of  FAS  and  at  a  National  Policy  Conference.    What's  more 
it  is  expected  to  enable  them  to  help  train  county  agents  help  inform  farm  and 
city  people  on  U.S.  efforts  to  sell  in  ag.  markets  abroad. 
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Season's  Defense  Against  Insects  Alert 

Those  pesky  crop- damager s ,  the  insects ,  have  already  wormed  their  way  into 
the  Spring  news.    Our  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Pest  Survey  reports  the 
"Pharoah  song"  of  the  19^6  brood  of  periodical  cicadas  has  begun  to  make  itself 
heard  from  morning  to  night  in  many  Mid- Western  States.    Those  are  the  noisy  male 
serenaders  we  used  to  call  "17-Year  Locusts" ,  but  this  year's  broods  are  the 
variety  that  stays  underground  just  13  instead  of  17  years.... The  entomologists 
also  report  green  bugs  increasing  in  Missouri,  light  to  severe  in  the  Texas 

Panhandle,  but  varying  greatly  in  different  parts  of  Okla  Corn- leaf  aphids  are 

damaging  grain  fields  in  Texas,  N.  Mex. ,  and  Ariz. ... .Grasshoppers  are  beginning 
to  show  up  in  Utah,  and  are  already  out  in  sw  Okla.,  Texas  Panhandle  and  New  Mex. 

 Pea-aphid  are  reported  doing  considerable  damage  to  legumes  in  several 

States  across  the  country  from  Calif,  to  Va. .... .Fruit  aphids  and  spider  mites 

are  becoming  noticeable  and  causing  some  damage  to  apple  trees  in  some  areas. 

Cotton  Standards  Conference  Here  May  25-27 

Under  the  Universal  Cotton  Standards  Agreement,  the  12th  Universal  Cotton 
Standards  Conference  has  been  called  to  open  in  Washington  May  25  and  is  expected 
to  run  through  May  27.    Representatives  of  all  segments  of  the  cotton  industry 
will  attend,  as  well  as  representatives  of  USDA  and  cotton  associations  in  Belgium, 
England,  France,  Germany,  India,  Italy,  Japan,  The  Netherlands,  Poland,  and  Spain. 
The  Conference  will  examine  and  approve  sets  of  copies  of  the  Universal  Cotton 
Standards.    The  foreign  associations  have  agreed  to  make  U.S.  grade  standards  for 
upland  cotton  the  basis  for  all  their  contracts  for  buying  and  selling  U.S.  cotton. 
They  meet  every  three  years  to  go  over  the  standards. 

Level  Irrigation  Nets  Farmers  More 

Department  engineers  in  the  Southwest  report,  their  experiments  have 
demonstrated  that  level  irrigation  costs  less,  saves  water,  and  increases  net 
income  to  farmers  using  it.    These  engineers  developed  the  grading  equipment 
which  gives  farmers  this  new,  more  efficient  means  of  using  and  controlling 
irrigation  water.    After  the  land  is  leveled  it  is  enclosed  by  low  border  ridges 
to  confine  either  rainfall  or  irrigation  water  applied  to  the  land.    Level  irriga- 
tion has  been  used  in  orchards  and  also  for  almost  all  row  and  field  crops  where 
soil  types  make  surface  irrigation  possible.    The  level  system  gives  more  uniform 
distribution  of  water  and  uniform  depth  of  wetting  than  the  usual  border  irriga- 
tion.   The  researchers  claim  it  improves  crop  production,  reduces  labor  cost, 
makes  maximum  use  of  rainfall,  lessens  erosion,  controls  deep  percolation,  and 
works  well  with  leaching  to  control  salinity. 

New  Feature  on  Veterinary  Problems 

Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  opened  Spring  with  a  new  feature  as  a  regular 
segment  Wednesdays  on  their  Country  Fair  program.    Each  week  Norm  has  a  different 
Illinois  veterinarian  discussing  some  animal  health  problem  of  current  importance. 
He  is  including  both  farm  and  domestic  animal  problems  in  the  discussion  and 
opened  up  last  week  with  the  Cook  County  rabies  inspector  discussing  control  of 

rabies  -  the  so-called  "mad-dog  disease"  Bob  Parker,  WBAY-TV,  Green  Bay, 

Wis.,  reports  sponsors  are  lining  up  to  get  on  both  their  radio  and  TV  programs. 
Starting  May  18  they'll  have  a  new  setup.    Orion  Samuelson  will  become  Farm 
Service  Director,  Les  Sturmer  continues  as  Associate  Farm  Director,  Bill  Ardell 
as  Farm  Reporter,  with  Roving  Eddie  Jason  assisting  in  farm  programming.  Jim 
Densmoor  joins  the  staff  as  Farm  Service  Editor. 
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First  Small  Watershed  Loan  Made 

Under  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  local  organizations 
share  the  cost  of  small  watershed  development.    If  the  local  organization  needs  to 
"borrow  money  to  pa;/  its  share  of  the  cost,  and  can't  get  the  credit  under  reason- 
able terms  anywhere  else,  USDA's  Farmers  Home  Administration  can  help.    A  drainage 
company ,  one  of  four  local  organizations  taking  part  in  developing  the  Silver 
Lake-Locust  Island  watershed  covering  about  5j>590  acres  in  southeastern  New  Jersey 
is  now  getting  such  aid.    FHA  is  lending  the  company  $35,000  to  help  finance  the 
non- Federal  share  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding  a  5, 100- foot  dyke  and  3  tide  gates, 
washed  out  by  a  storm  three  years  ago.    Another  7> 300-foot  dike  used  for  flood 
prevention  will  be  rebuilt  with  Federal  funds.    SGS  is  providing  the  engineering 
plans  and  the  Federal  share  of  the  cost.    This  dike  loan  is  the  first  Small  Water- 
shed Participation  Loan  made  so  far. 

Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  Extended 

May  25  the  new  regulations  governing  the  marketing  of  livestock,  poultry,  and 
meat  go  into  effect.    These  amended  regulations  apply  to  dealers,  market  agencies, 
and  packer  buyers  operating  in  interstate  commerce.    All  such  agencies  and 
dealers  now  have  to  register  under  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act,  not  just  those 
at  so-called  "posted"  markets  as  heretofore.    Amendments  require  registration, 
posting  of  bond  based  on  volume  of  business.    Other  provisions  deal  with  the 
weighing  and  care  of  livestock,  keeping  records,  giving  gratuities,  intercepting 
consignments  of  livestock,  maintaining  competition  in  purchases  and  sales,  etc. 

What  Makes  Fanners '  Prices  ? 

AMS  Wayne  Dexter,  Sec 'y  of  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  gives  the  answers 
in  23  charts  and  simple,  understandable  text.    Wayne  explains  what's  responsible 
for  farmers'  prices  acting  the  way  they  do.    He  covers  the  subject  with  dis- 
cussions under  six  heads  (i)  The  General  Price  Level;  (ll)  Changes  in  Supply; 
(ill)  Income  and  Prices;  (IV)  Seasonal  Price  Changes;  (V)  Marketing  Margins  and 
Farm  Prices;  and  (VI)  Government  Programs  and  Prices.    "What  Makes  Farmers' 
Prices"  is  Agriculture  Information  Bulletin  204,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  with 
this  letter. 

Economists  Again  Review  Wheat  Situation 

The  first  of  the  coming  July  our  carryover  of  old  wheat  will  amount  to  a 
record  1,285  million  bushels.    What's  more,  our  marketing  service  specialists 
figure  we're  likely  to  have  a  further  increase  by  July  of  next  year,    if  our 
farmers  plant  as  they  planned  and  average  as  good  yields  as  they've  had  in  the 
past  three  years,  we'll  have  a  total  wheat  crop  this  year  of  about  1,220  million 
bushels,  which  would  be  the  fifth  largest  we've  ever  had.    A  crop  that  size  would 
result  in  adding  150  million  bushels  in  the  carryover  in  July  of  i960,    if  we  use 
about  the  same  as  this  season  at  home  and  for  exports.    The  outlook  for  this 
year's  wheat  crop  in  Western  Europe  indicates  that  if  growing  conditions  continue 
favorable  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  Western  Europe's  total  wheat  crop  could 

reach  the  high  level  of  the  past  two  years  »  

Department  scientists  have  announced  nearly  complete  control  of  black  spot,  the 
most  destructive  disease  of  roses  in  this  country.    The  researchers  managed  to 
achieve  this  control  by  using  two  new  fungicides.    The  fungicides  used  were 
organic  chemical  compounds  and  were  used  in  combination  sprays.    Combining  differ- 
ent chemicals  in  one  many-purpose  spray  was  developed  nine  years  ago.    The  new 
chemicals  against  black  spot  can  be  used  in  the  same  spray  that  kills  mites  and 
insects . 


I' 
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Widel^  Broadcast  Farm  Shows  Next  Week 

"Rural  Electrification's  Birthday  Progress  Report"  -  A  conversation  with  REA 
Adm'r  David  Hamil  in  1 Agriculture  USA'  program  on  Clear  Channel  Stations  over 
weekend  of  May  9. 

"International  Animal  Feed  Symposium"  -  reported  on  "The  American  Farmer1  program 
over  ABC  network  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  Sat.  May  9. 

"Agricultural  Activities  of  the  Texas  Power  and  Light  Company"  on  the  1 National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour1  over  the  NBC  network  12  noon,  Sat.  May  9. 

Our  Mutual  friend  will  present  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  on  the  MBS  network 
Mon.  thru  Fri.  at  12:05  noon. 

Editor-Leaves-Town  Department 

It  was  WBAY,  Green  Bay,  which  commissioned  the  Wisconsin  study  on  "mass 
media  and  the  farmer"  we  mentioned  last  week,  not  WTMJ,  Milwaukee ,  as  we 

erroneously  reported.    Thanks  to  various  readers  for  pointing  it  out  Another 

slip  that  passed  in  the  night  was  our  mention  of  "SCS  Districts".      We  know,  as 
do  most  of  you,  that  they  are  "Soil  Conservation  Districts"  with  complete  local 
autonomy.    They  are  not  to  be  called  "SCS  Districts".     Our  apologies,  gentle 
readers . 

Latest  Research  Roundup  for  TV 

ARS  Producer  Alice  Skelsey  reports  the  four  one-minute  picture  stories  this 
week  are:     (l)  "Much  Ado  About  Dew",  measuring  it  at  USDA's  Lab.  at  Coshocton, 
Ohio,  the  scientists  find  it  really  'heavy'  -  2§  tons  to  the  acre;  (2)  "Vitamin 
Deficiency  in  Weeds"  -  new  method  of  control;  (3)  "Fighting  Flies  with  Flies"; 
{k)  "Pre-Cooked  Foods  for  Pigs"  -  help  keep  down  cholera  as  well  as  VE. 

Maid  of  Cotton  Around  the  World 

Miss  Malinda  Diggs  Berry,  of  Stillwater,  Okla.,  the  1959  Maid  of  Cotton, 
is  here  today  on  her  American  tour  -  and  we  never  needed  visual  tape  morel  During 
the  rest  of  this  month  she  will  show  up  in  Charlotte,  Birmingham,  Memphis, 
Nashville,  Toronto  and  Montreal.    June  2  she  starts  a  nearly  31>000  mile  trip 
around  the  world.     She  will  fly  to  Bermuda  June  3*  then  to  London,  Athens,  Karachi 
Bombay,  Bangkok,  Tokyo,  Osaka,  Hong  Kong,  Manila,  Sydney,  Brisbane,  Melbourne, 
Honolulu  and  home.    This  will  be  the  first  time  the  fashion  ambassador  of  the 
American  cotton  industry  has  been  sent  on  a  mission  completely  around  the  globe. 

These  Are  Ready  to  Dub  to  Your  Tape 

ikAhy      "Key  to  Next  Golden  Age  of  Science"  -  Dr.  Byron  Shaw  forecasts  basic 
research  in  biological  sciences  may  open  up  many  new  developments  in 
next  fifty  years.  TIME:  1:50 

370^9      "Seaports  in  the  Midwest"  -  Pete  Keay  and  Bob  Haldeman  of  AMS,  size  up 

the  significance  of  the  St.  Lawrence  waterway.  TIME:  3:56 


Sincerely, 


^\ayn^Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television 


ervice 


P.S.     Robert  D.  McMillen,  formerly  Ass't  to  Secretary  Benson,  has  become  public 
relations  manager  for  the  Corn  Industries  Research  Foundation,  Inc.,  which 
serves  the  corn  wet-milling  industry  makers  of  starch,  syrups,  dextrose, 
oil,  feedstuff s  and  other  products  from  corn.    He'll  headquarter  here. 
Congratulations ,  Bob . 


RFO  UTTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


W       W  A  .  If 


Tear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  8,  1959 
Letter  No.  871 


What  may  prove  the  most  important  development  in  many  harvest  moons  -  the 
start  on  a  f ood-f or-peace  program  -  took  place  here  this  week.    High-level  repre- 
sentatives of  the  five  chief  wheat  exporting  countries:  Argentina,  Australia, 
Canada,  France,  and  the  U.S.:  together  with  Dir. -Gen.  Sen  of  the  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations,  agreed  on  general  objectives  in 
handling  surplus  foods  and  decided  to  set  up  immediately  a  Wheat  Use  Committee 
further  to  explore  ways  of  meeting  those  aims.    The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee 
is  tentatively  set  for  some  time  in  June. 

Food  for  Peace  Aims  Outlined 

The  Conference  recognized  we 're  up  against  a  tough  problem.    In  closing 
Wednesday,  the  high-level  representatives  of  the  five  countries  issued  a  joint 
communique  from  the  White  House.    In  it,  they  recognized  that  unless  there  are 
striking  changes  in  wheat  production  patterns  and  trends  in  the  major  exporting 
and  importing  countries,  it  will  take  larger  movements  of  wheat  than  in  recent 
years  to  prevent  further  accumulations  of  surplus  supplies.    The  United  States 
delegation,  headed  "by  Sec'y  Eenson,  outlined  several  actions  it  plans  to  take  in 
consultation  with  other  wheat-exporting  countries.    Those  plans  contemplate 
further  help  to  the  needy  "by  direct  feeding  programs,  more  emphasis  on  projects 
to  permit  foreign  currencies  to  he  used  for  economic  development,  and  further 
encouragement  of  national  food  reserves  to  he  set  up  in  countries  where  most 
needed.    Further  details  on  these  plans  will  he  announced  soon.    The  Conference 
agreed  on  such  objectives  and  pointed  out  that  ways  of  accomplishing  these  aims 
will  need  considerable  further  exploration  to  make  them  most  effective. 

New  Consultative  Machinery  Projected 


The  Conference  especially  emphasized  the  importance  of  arrangements  to 
insure  consultation  between  the  different  countries  needed  to  reach  the  agreed 
aims.    The  new  Wheat  Use  Committee  is  to  be  set  up  as  a  consultative  body  of 
the  governments  represented  at  the  Conference.     It  will  be  made  up  of  officials 
having  policy  responsibilities,  and  will  maintain  close  working  relations  with 
FAO.    The  Conference  also  discussed  the  advantages  of  holding  similar  consulta- 
tions on  other  food  commodities  and  with  other  nations  USDA's  Office  of 

Information  has  12  photographs  illustrating  arrival  and  use  of  U.S.  wheat  in 
India.    Free  copies  are  available  for  those  of  you  who  want  to  use  them  on  TV. 
The  U.S.  is  sending  at  least  a  shipload  of  wheat  per  day  to  India  under  the  foreign 
currency  sales  program  of  PL  hSo. 
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New  Concepts  in  Hog  Breeding 

At  the  International  Animal  Feed  Symposium  here  this  week,  Dr.  T.  J.  Cunha 
(KOON-YA);  U.  of  Fla. ,  predicted  the  trend  toward  feeding  pigs  in  confinement  and 
toward  large  feeding  units  will  tend  to  "bring  more  automation  and  efficiency  into 
the  hog  business.     He  declared  better  feeding  and  nutrition,  more  efficient 
production  and  management  practices,  and  more  meat-type  hogs  are  "musts"  for  the 
future.     Dr.  Cunha  estimated  that  in  10  years  75  percent  of  our  pigs  will  be 
finished  by  confinement  feeding,  compared  with  30  to  ho  percent  at  present. 
Economics  of  gains  still  favor  free-choice  feeding  for  older  pigs,  because  of  the 
extra  cost  of  grinding  and  mixing.     He  figured  that  the  cost  of  pelleting  at 
present  outweighs  the  advantages  of  feeding  pelleted  feed  to  older  pigs.  Nutri- 
tional needs  are  different  for  each  stage  of  the  life  cycle  of  a  pig  -  and  this 
means  more  study  in  nutrition.     He  emphasized  that  the  use  of  feed  additives, 
including  antibiotics  and  antibacterial  compounds,  does  not  reduce  the  need  for 
good  swine  sanitation  and  management  practices. 

Re -Birth  of  Co-op  Activity 

Talking  before  the  Newspaper  Farm  Editors  Association,  Monday,  ARS  research 
economist  Orlin  Scoville  said  one  of  the  significant  developments  of  the  last  year 
or  two  is  the  renascence  of  cooperative  activity.    That  increased  activity  is 
reflected  in  more  bargaining  associations,  wide- spread  mergers  and  federations  of 
small  co-ops,  the  extension  of  more  services  and  inclusion  of  new  products  by 
established  co-ops.     He  also  noted  more  financing  of  production  through  coopera- 
tives, and  more  emphasis  on  stronger  management.    According  to  Farmer  Cooperative 
Service  almost  a  third  of  the  35  existing  bargaining  associations  in  fruits  and 
vegetables  were  formed  in  the  past  three  years.    As  integration  increases,  this 
researcher  expects  farmers  to  develop  more  co-ops  and  other  new  instruments  of 
bargaining  power. 

Automatic  Control  of  Tractor  Cultivation 

Now  we  have  an  automatic  pilot  for  farm  tractors.    What's  more  it  was  first 
worked  out  by  mathematical  formula  and  then  designed  to  fit  the  formula.     In  tests 
at  the  U.  of  Minn.,  St.  Paul,  it  enables  operators  to  guide  tractors  more  accurate- 
ly.    It  makes  possible  finer  adjustment  of  cultivating  machinery  for  control  of 
weeds  without  damage  to  the  crops.     USDA  engineer  Louis  Liljedahl  (LIL-ye-DAHL) , 
who  developed  the  model  now  being  field  tested,  says  the  main  problem  in  develop- 
ing this  device  involved  finding  a  way  to  use  simple  equipment  low  enough  in  cost 
to  pay  farmers  for  their  investment  in  trying  to  do  a  better  job  of  cultivation. 
Engineer  Liljedahl  thinks  he's  overcome  that  problem.     By  first  working  out  basic 
equations  for  the  design  of  simple  on-off  type  steering  controls,  he  was  able  to 
avoid  a  lot  of  trial  and  error  mistakes. 

Secretary  Reports  Progress  in  Crop  Insurance 

At  the  National  Meeting  of  Federal  Crop  Insurance  State  Directors  and  District 
Supervisors  Monday,  Secretary  Benson  reported    evidences  of  progress  in  crop 
insurance.    For  the  past  ten  year  period,  he  indicated  premiums  paid  by  farmers 
balance  with  indemnities  paid  with  a  few  million  dollars  left  over,  as  planned. 
He  further  noted  that  in  'US  crop  insurance  was  available  in  375  counties.  Last 
year  in  830  counties  -  more  than  double.     In  '48  about  19^,000  farmers  were 
insured  under  the  program.     Last  year  3^3,000  -  nearly  double.     In  'hQ  protection 
totaled  $154  million.     Last  year  $2kk  million  -  a  gain  of  60  percent.     He  claimed 
these  gains  have  been  achieved  by  sound,  businesslike  methods.    The  aim  has  been 
to  develop  a  program  under  which  farmers  can  finance  their  own  emergency  help 
against  crop  rii  master.    The  job,  he  said,  is  well  begun. 


Outstanding  Lesson  in  Feed  Values 
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Dr.  L.  \J.  Schruben,  Kansas  State  U. ,  gave  the  International  Animal  Feed 
Symposium  here  this  week  some  tips  on  buying  feed,  especially  feedstuff s  high 
in  protein.    He  pointed  out  that  for  a  feed  "buyer  to  get  the  most  benefit  from 
his  feed  dollar  he  needs  to  be  alert  to  price  changes.    He  said  some  buyers 
assume  "the  market"  'will  even  out  prices  they  pay  for  protein  supplement,  and 
they  buy  the  same  kind  each  time  without  taking  the  trouble  to  compare  prices. 
He  claimed  this  is  costly,  because  almost  always  one  supplement  is  cheaper  than 
any  other  at  any  given  time  and  place  compared  to  what  it  will  do  in  the  feed  lot. 
He  declared  the  outstanding  lesson  to  be  learned  by  comparing  feed,  prices  with 
feeding  values  is  that  market  prices  will  not  always  reflect  feeding  values.  The 
feed  buyer  must  be  ready  to  substitute  one  kind  of  feed  for  another.    To  do  that 
he  needs  to  establish  the  degree  of  substitution  possible  among  the  different 
ingredients.    Research  in  animal  nutrition,  a  knowledge  of  actual  feeding  practice, 
and  good  judgment  in  adapting  rations  give  a  basis  for  determining  how  to  make 
feed  substitution  pay. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  -  - 

George  Stephens,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  is  now  an  Honorary  Kansas  State  Farmer 
of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.    Now  he's  getting  ready  to  lead  about  50  people 
on  a  24-day  ag.  tour  of  'Ireland,  England,  Belgium,  France,  Switzerland,  Germany 
and  The  Netherlands  in  September. ........ .Norm  Kraeft,  VIGN-TV,  is  now  doing  his 

"RFD  Chicagoland"  program  at  8:30  a.m.  Sundays;  instead  of  10  a.m.  Sat.  as 
formerly.    This  Sunday  he  is  pointing  up  the  city  resident's  stake  in  water 
conservation  with  a  scale  model  of  a  small  watershed,  demonstrated  by  two  soil 

specialists  Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  is  back  from  leading  30 

Calif.  Farm  Bureau  people  thru  the  Orient.    He  came  home  with  five  hours  of  tape. 
Also  has  some  tapes  coming  from  John  Douglass  in  Australia  on  buffalo  and 
crocodile  hunting,  which  he  thinks  some  of  you  boys  might  like  to  use.    If  so, 
write  him. 

More  Grain  Moving  by  Seaway 

Estimates  of  the  amount  of  grain  to  move  by  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  this  year 
are  proving  conservative-    So  says  USDA's  "Agricultural  Situation"  issued  yesterday. 
Earlier  the  marketing  specialists  figured  that  about  h-2  million  bushels  of  grain 
from  Canada  and  the  U.S.  would  move  by  Seaway  in  '59*    By  March  1,  25  million 
bushels  were  already  booked  for  overseas  shipment  in  April,  May  and  June.  Many 
more  bushels  are  expected  to  move  on  that  route.    The  specialists  say  most  of 
the  grain  during  the  next  few  years  will  probably  move  in  Liberty  type  ships. 
But  they  expect  bigger  vessels  to  replace  them  later.    The  27-mile  Welland  Canal 
around  Niagara  Falls  is  a  bottle-neck.    Better  scheduling  of  ships  going  thru 
and  bigger  ships  may  help  ease  traffic,  but  they  say  that  before  the  Seaway  can 
be  put  to  full  use,  port  harbors  and  channels  connecting  the  Great  Lakes  will 
have  to  be  deepened.    These  specialists  call  the  Seaway  one  of  the  major  develop- 
ments in  American  transportation  in  the  present  century. 

Poultry  Assembly  Trend  in  New  England 

USDA's  marketing  people  say  the  present  poultry  assembly  system  in  New  England 
is  a  mixture  of  the  old  and  new.    The  newer  types  of  firm  are  gaining  at  expense 
of  older  types.    The  number  of  small  firms  are  dwindling  and  the  fewer  larger 
firms  are  taking  over  more  of  the  business. 
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Wide  Farm  Broadcasts  Week  May  11- lo 

"Meet  Michigan's  Cherry,  Apple,  and  Bean  Queens"  -  "but  before  those  young  ladies 
take  all  your  attention,  listen  to  "Silage  Making  Up-To-Date"  in  cooperation  with 
U.  of  Minn.    All  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  NBC ,  Sat.  May  16  at  noon  EOT 
"Foreign  Ag.  Training  Policy  Pay-Off"  -  Cannon  Hearne,  FAS,  gives  Layne  Beaty  the 
results  reported  from  visits  to  this  country  of  hundreds  of  ag.  leaders  from  abroad 
during  the  past  ten  years.     On  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  12:30 
to  1  p.m.  EST. 

"Agricultural  Research  in  the  Grocery  Store"  -  as  reported  by  Ray  Hoecker,  AMS, 
over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  May  l6. 

Mon.  thru  Fri. ,  on  the  Mutual  Radio  Net.  Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report  at  12:05  EOT. 
Check  local  schedules  for  all  network  shows. 

Luck  Doesn't  Buy  Tape  in  Hawaii 

Fortunato  "Lucky"  Teho,  Ext.  U.  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu,  reports  he  had  excellent 
response  from  mainland  stations  requesting  more  information  on  tape  about  Hawaiian 
farming.     "Lucky"  doesn't  mind  a  bit,  because  that  means  extra  publicity  for  the 
islands.    But  he  does  wish  some  of  his  well-pleased  requesters  would  send  tapes 
along  with  their  notes.    He  says  that  after  all  he,  like  most  others,  operates  on 
a  limited  budget.    So  send  along  a  tape  with  your  request  for  more  about  Hawaiian 
farming . 

Next  Four  Research  Roundups  for  TV 

In  the  mails  Monday:     (l)  "Looper  Knocked  for  a  Loop"  -  tells  about  experi- 
ments to  use  virus  disease  to  control  looper s  (no  connection  with  Don  Looper,  one- 
time editor  of  this  Letter.)     (2)  shows  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  ARS  head,  who  predicts 
many  Biological  Mysteries  to  Unfold  with  basic  research  on  live  cell  makeup.  (3) 
shows  Foot- and- Mouth  Virus  Photographed,     (k)  shows  how  heat  from  milk  is  used  to 
warm  water  to  wash  the  equipment  used  to  milk  the  cows  -  Heat  from  Mi  Hi  Put  to  Work 

Don't  Hang  Yourself 

15A59    A  Bulletin  Offer  "Rope  on  the  Farm"  -  If  you've  been  asking  for  more  rope, 
Layne  Beaty  can  give  it  to  you.     He  describes  the  new  bulletin.  TIME:  1:28 

June  Dairy  Month    Enclosed  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  this  year's  State 

Chairmen  for  June  Dairy  Month. 

Thirty  States  Rural  Development  Meet 

May  11-15  the  RD  Program  will  hold  a  30-State  workshop  at  W.  Va's  Jackson' s 
Mill  h-E  Camp,  near  Weston,  V/.  Va.     Secretary  Benson  and  Under  Secretary  True 
Morse  will  take  part,  and  Federal  and  State  agency  personnel  will  serve  as 
instructors  and  resource  persons.    Purpose  is  to  provide  "how-to- do-it"  informa- 
tion for  State  and  local  RDP  leaders,  check  up  on  what's  been  done  so  far, 
analyze  successes  and  stumbling  blocks.     Each  of  the  States  included  is  expected 

to  send  five  representatives  to  the  meeting  And  speaking  of  meetings, 

yesterday  our  RC/TV  George  Loesing  jumped  off  from  here  for  Shreveport,  La.,  to 
represent  us  at  the  Region  6,  NATRFD  meeting  today,  tomorrow  and  Sunday.     On  the 
way  back  he'll  stop  off  for  visits  with  farm  broadcasters  at  UKC,  Memphis  on 
Monday  and  with  WAVE  and  WHAS  in  Louisville  on  Tuesday. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


ft 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  15,  1959 
Letter  Wo.  872 


Department  attention  this  week  was  especially  focused  on  the  30- State 
Rural  Development  Program  workshop  conference  at  Jackson's  Mill  State  k-E  Club 
Camp,  near  Weston,  West  Virginia.    In  a  memo  to  13  USDA  agencies  Monday,  Secretary 
Benson  pointed  out  that  among  the  significant  facts  emerging  from  our  experience 
with  the  pilot  RDP  is  that:  "The  "best  results,  in  terms  of  workable,  effective 
programs,  have  come  where  local  representatives  of  the  Department  and  other 
departments  and  agencies  have  joined  together  to  promote  the  Program  objectives 
and  to  cooperate  with  local  citizen  groups."    He  further  suggested  that  Department 
people  gain  broader  knowledge  of  all  programs  promoting  area  development,  explore 
current  national  and  local  agricultural  trends  as  they  affect  farmers,  make  closer 
use  of  current  research  findings  to  promote  long-term  economic  adjustments 
throughout  agriculture,  and  become  more  aware  of  local  efforts  of  farm,  business, 
and  other  groups  to  provide  more  off-the-farm  opportunities  for  rural  people. 

Farm  Youth  to  Go  to  Town 

At  the  Jackson's  Mill  meeting,  the  Secretary  cited  estimates  that  indicate 
about  65  percent  of  beys  and  girls  growing  up  in  rural  areas  will  not  find 
opportunities  on  any  kind  of  farm.    He  raised  the  question  whether  they  are 
getting  the  education  they  need  to  meet  the  future.    He  said  about  15,000  new 
jobs  for  college  graduates  are  created  in  handling,  marketing,  selling,  and 
processing;  financing,  etc.  of  farm  products,  but  our  Land-Grant  Colleges  graduate 
only  8,500  students  to  fill  those  openings.    Among  the  needs  to  be  met  in  rural 
communities  he  pointed  out  the  need  to  encourage  economic  family  farm  units,  to 
vigorously  promote  rural  industries,  to  counsel  young  people  on  careers,  to  give 
them  sound  industrial  training  in  schools.    He  also  saw  need  for  rural  zoning  and 
closer  town- country  cooperation. 

Two  Way  Roads  to  Better  Living 

Under  Secretary  True  Morse,  in  his  comments  at  the  meeting,  stressed  that 
the  new  rural  America  that  is  emerging  is  good  for  America.    He  declared  it  is 
good  for  low  income  farm  families  to  be  able  to  continue  to  enjoy  their  farm 
homes  and  yet  have  enough  incomes  for  health,  education,  and  general  welfare, 
such  as  most  Americans  enjoy.    He  said  more  and  more  farm  people  who  have  their 
hemes  on  farms,  especially  small,  low-income  farms,  are  commuting  to  factories, 
offices  and  other  employment  in  the  towns  and  cities.    They  have  taken  lessons 
from  their  "city  cousins"  and  discovered  that  roads  and  highways  can  be  traveled 
in  both  directions  to  more  income  and  higher  levels  of  living. 
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George  Loesing  Reports  SC  NATRFD  Jfe et 

George  Loesing  represented  us  last  weekend  at  the  regional  meeting  of  the 
South  Central  ITATRFD  in  Shreveport,  La.    George  reports  credits  for  an  effective , 
informative  and  interesting  meeting  to  go  to  local  host  Jim  Hedrick,  KWKH,  Nat'l 
V.P.  of  the  Region,  Buck  Buchanan,  KATR,  Corpus  Christi,  and  to  program  chairman 
Charlie  Slate,  East  Texas  Network  and  L.  0.  Tiedt,  KTRH,  Houston. 

One  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  a  panel  discussion  on  "Filling  Time  or 
Filling  a  Heed'' .    Panel  members  presenting  their  varied  opinions  were  Dewey 
Ccmpton,  KTRH,  Houston,  Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  Loyd  Evans,  KWDO,  Springfield, 
and  Johnny  Watkins,  KWTX,  Waco.    Henry  Clay,  V.P.  and  Gen'l  Mgr.  of  KWKH, 
presented  some  interesting  facts  and  figures  from  surveys  which  show  that  stations 
with  general  programming  get  a  larger  share  of  the  audience  than  stations  with 
specialized  programming.    Special  events  included  a  visit  to  Shreveport ' s  new 
civic  center  and  a  trip  to  a  Louisiana  plantation.    One  side  trip  for  George,  was 
overnight  to  Charlie's  "base  at  Center,  Texas,  for  a  guest  spot  on  Charlie's  early 
broadcast  and  a  Texas- sized  breakfast. 

Stoios  at  Memphis  and  Louis vi lie 

On  his  way  hack  from  Shreveport,  George  stopped  off  at  Memphis  for  a  visit 
with  Derek  Rooke  at  the  new  WMC-WMCT  studios.    There  Derek  has  room  to  bring 
most  pieces  of  farm  machinery  right  into  the  TV  studio  and  does.    At  Louisville, 
George  found  Barney  Arnold  and  Hayden  Tiramons  have  just  added  a  25  minute  Sunday 
a.m.  show  to  their  busy  schedule  on  WHAS.    Also  at  Louisville,  Jack  Crowner,  WAVE, 
is  just  about  to  make  hay  (literally)  on  the  600  acre  farm  operated  by  that 
station's  farm  department.    Jack's  unique  setup  permits  live  TV  broadcasts  from 
almost  any  part  of  the  farm. ....... .The  Fort  Worth  Press  has  presented  Charlie 

Slate  with  an  award  for  outstanding  service  to  soil  conservation  in  Texas  

, ...and  the  American  Feed  Manufacturer's  Ass'n  at  their  annual  meeting  in  Chicago 
gave  first  award  to  Harold  Scnmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  and  honorable  mention  to 
Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  for  their  promotion  of  animal  agriculture  in  the  U.S. 

World  Cotton  Committee  Optimistic 

Yesterday  the  International  Cotton  Advisory  Committee,  now  convened  here, 
issued  its  annual  review  of  the  World  Cotton  Situation.    The  general  tenor  of 
the  report  was  that  the  '53- '59  season  has  been  hard  on  cotton  but  there  is  room 
for  'cautious  optimism'  about  next  season.    It  notes  that  declining  prices  have 
taken  a  heavy  toll  on  the  financial  resources  of  many  producing  countries  while 
the  textile  recession,  in  rayon  as  well  as  cotton.,  has  materially  affected 
incomes  and  employment  in  Western  Europe  and  Japan.    The  Advisors  declare  the 
difficulties  experienced  this  season  amply  demonstrate  the  dangers  in  unilateral 
actions  on  the  part  of  producing  nations  while  competition  and  the  volatile 
nature  of  textile  trade  are  alerting  manufacturers  to  the  need  for  structural 
changes  in  the  textile  industry. 

Not-So-Sweet  Threat  to  Sugar  Beets 

Researchers  have  shown  that  the  yellowing,  beet  growers  used  to  think  normal 
ripening,  is  a  virus  disease  carried  by  aphids.    That  disease  can  cut  some  beet 
yields  a  third  or  more  and  lower  the  sugar  content.    Weather  conditions  seem  to 
favor  its  spread  in  Calif.,  Wash.,  Ore.,  and  Idaho.     Losses  in  these  States  have 
been  masked  by  use  of  heavy  applications  of  fertilizers,  but  the  scientists  say 
the  disease  must  be  remedied  if  beet  growing  in  these  States  which  produce  almost 

half  of  this  country's  beet  sugar  is  to  stay  competitive  Other  Department 

scientists  have  cleared  liming  of  encouraging  the  rosette  disease  by  making  zinc 
unavailable  to  pecan  trees.    On  the  contrary,  they  say,  controlled  liming  of  pecan 
orchard  soils  makes  nut  production  pay  better. 
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Secretary  Calls  Egg  Pr emotion  Meeting 

Although  our  folks  are  eating  more  eggs  per  person  than  last  year,  the 
larger -than -normal  supply  of  eggs  has  sent  egg  prices  tumbling  in  the  past  two 
months.    Secretary  Benson  has  called  a  special  meeting  for  next  Monday,  May  18, 
to  discuss  ways  to  speed  up  egg  selling.    He  says  egg  producers  face  a  critical 
marketing  situation,  and  has  invited  representatives  of  the  chief  poultry  and 
egg  trade  associations  to  take  part  in  the  meeting. 

Eeef  Output  Getting  Bigger 

At  present,  the  fast  climb  to  more  than  100  million  cattle  on  U.S.  farms 
foreshadows  gains  in  "beef  output  in  the  1960* s.    Size  of  the  national  cattle 
herd  is  a  good  guide  ^  but  AMS  Harold  Breimyer  points  out,  in  the  current 
"Livestock  and  Meat  Situation" ,  it  is  not  the  only  guide.    Gain  in  productivity 
has  fully  equalled  gain  in  cattle  numbers  as  a  source  of  more  beef  and  veal  for 
U.S.  consumers.     Productivity  has  risen  because  a  bigger  percentage  of  cattle  on 
farms  are  beef  cattle.    The  rising  percentage  that  beef  cows  are  of  all  beef 
cattle  is  also  significant.    In  the  early  1920's  beef  steers  and  heifers  were 
raised  at  a  leisurely  pace.    Many  steers  were  not  slaughtered  until  3  or  k  years 
old.    By  the  1950' s  that  system  had  changed  to  a  rapid  rate  of  raising  and  feed- 
ing.    Some  steers  and  heifers  now  reach  mature  slaughter  weight  before  they  are 
two  years  old.    That  means  more  liveweight  is  put  on  each  animal  during  a  year. 
Better  feeding  and  breeding  have  made  this  possible.     Breimyer  says  a  higher 
percentage  of  all  cattle  born  are  suitable  for  raising  to  maturity  than  ever 
before.    A  second  way  to  add  more  weight  is  simply  to  put  more  flesh  on  each 
mature  animal  before  slaughter.    That  too  has  been  done,    Opinions  differ  whether 
this  trend  is  desirable,  but  it  has  been  a  major  factor  in  the  rise  of 
productivity  of  the  national  cattle  herd, 

National  ^!— H  Club  Center  Opens  June  lo 

Ted  Hutchcroft,  Info,  Dir.  for  the  National  k-E  Club  Foundation,  who  used  to 
be  here  with  us  in  R&TV,  says  the  National  k-E  Club  Center  in  our  suburbs  will 
open  officially  June  l6th.    Ted  has  prepared  a  kit  of  releases  and  arranged 
quite  a  program  for  the  opening,  long-delayed  because  the  handsome  Center  property 
was  leased  to  the  Government  during  the  emergency.    The  Center  includes  dormi- 
tories, cafeteria,  plenty  of  parking,  conference  rooms,  exhibit  halls,  and  class- 
rooms, as  well  as  recording  and  photographic  facilities  for  the  National  k-E  Club 
Camp  which  will  make  use  of  the  Center  for  the  first  time  this  June.    This  should 
also  make  it  easier  for  RFD's  reporting  k-E  activities. 

Nevada  and  Maryland  Gain  Brucellosis  Campaign  Status 

The  Department  has  declared  Nevada  and  Maryland  modif ied-certif ied 
brucellosis  areas.    That  makes  these  the  17th  and  l8th  States  to  reach  that  mile- 
stone in  the  eradication  campaign  against  brucellosis.;  indicating  that  less  than 
one  percent  of  their  cattle  are  infected  with  that  disease  and  not  more  than  5 
percent  of  their  herds.    Also  this  week,  USDA  officials  announced  they  are  start- 
ing a  new  testing  method  designed  to  make  it  easier  for  Nevada  and  other  western 
States  with  a  similar  status  to  hold  and  better  the  gains  they've  made.  This 
summer,  they're  starting  a  new  system,  based  on  blood  testing  dry  and  cull  cows 
on  the  way  to  or  during  commercial  slaughter  rather  than  testing  animals  on  the 
range.    The  new  plan  is  a  cheap  and  convenient  way  to  screen  beef  herds  for 
brucellosis.    For  several  years,  dairy  farmers  have  used  the  milk  ring  test  -  of 
comparable  convenience.    Now  beef  cattlemen  will  be  able  to  make  as  fast  r^rogress 
against  brucellosis  as  dairy  farmers  have. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 
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Ralph  Vogel,  formerly  of  KXEL  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  before  that  ass't  farm 
director  WHO,  Des  Moines,  has  now  joined  KIOA,  Des  Moines.     "Vogel  Reports  the 
Farm  Picture"  Mon,  thru  Fri.  with,  farm  news,  markets,  interviews,  and  reporting 

of  special  farm  events  From  June  1  to  Oct.  15  "The  Frank  Atwood 

Program  ,  WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  will  present  live  reporters  with  market  prices 
and  supplies  of  fruits  and  vegetables  Mon.  thru  Fri.  at  6:15  a.m.    This  has  "been 

a  regular  spring  thru  fall  feature  of  Atwood' s  program  for  the  past  13  years  

.......... ..Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  Calif.,  reports  they've  launched  a  new 

twice-a-week  TV  program  called  "Farm  Report"  at  7:15  a.m.    Wally  and  Fred  Milnes 
quia  guests  in  an  agricultural  "meet  the  press"  type  interview,  and  the  format 
also  includes  a  brief  summary  of  farm  news.    Wally  reports  they  are  finding  it 
advantageous  to  sound  tape  the  TV  panel  and  use  highlight  excerpts  for  playback  on 
one  of  their  radio  farm  shows  the  same  day. 

For  Dubbing  to  Your  Tape 

3SQ59      "New  Brucellosis  Test  in  Range  Country"  -  Dr.  Carroll  Mingle,  ARS,  comment £ 

on  new  "cull  and  dry"  approach  in  checking  range  cattle  for  brucellosis. 

(Conversation  version  -  TIME:  k:kQ)  TIME:  2:26 

39Q59      "1959- -Crucial  Year  in  Cattle  Business"  -  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS,  analyzes 

cattle  picture  and  predicts  price  trend.  TIME:  2:3*1- 

(Conversation  version  -  TIMS:  h:00) 
16A59      "Putting  Surpluses  to  Good  Use"  -  Under  Sec'y  True  Morse  tells  Layne  Beaty 

about  the  more  surplus  food  distributed  in  past  few  months.    TIME:  4:0*1- 

These  Will  Land  in  the  Nets  Week  May  18-23 

"Distributing  Surplus  Foods  to  the  Needy"  with  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  telling 
about  it  in  'Agriculture  USA '  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  May  23. 
"Highlights,  75th  Anniversary,  Montana  Stockmen's  Association"  and  "Junior  Canning 
Crops  Champion"  on  the  Farm  and  Hone  Hour  program  over  NBC,  Sat.  May  23. 
"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.,  on  the  Mutual  Radio  Net. May  18-22. 
"Universal  Cotton  Standards  Conference"  -  reported  in  American  Farmer  program 
over  ABC,  Sat.  May  23. 

Next  Week's  Research  Roundup  for  TV 

These  four  one-min.  pix  stories  going  out  Monday  are:  (l)  "Agaricus  Campestri. 
-  We  Love  'Em"  -  mushrooms,  that  is,  (2)  "Moving  Day  for  Bees"  -  Farmers  Dig 
Alkali  Bee  Nests  and  cart  them  off  to  work  in  alfalfa  fields.   (3)  "New  System  for 
Picking  Growth  Stock"  -  on  the  bull  market    and  (k)  "Rose  Disease  Controlled"  - 
by  two  new  chemicals. 

National  Farm  Safety  Week  Begins  July  19 

"Programs  of  safety  education  and  information  have  demonstrated  their 
effectiveness  in  preventing  accidents  in  the  fields,  in  the  homes,  and  on  the 
highways  and  have  greatly  reduced  the  needless  loss  of  life  and  property" — just 
to  remind  you  that's  what  President  Eisenhower  said  in  his  proclamation  of 
National  Farm  Safety  Week,  to  be  observed  this  year  during  the  week  beginning 
July  19.    We're  jogging  your  memory  of  the  date,  so  you'll  have  time  to  do  more 

of  the  same  -  but  better  come  July  19  which  also  reminds  us  Judd  Wyatt  of  the 

Missouri  Farmers  Association  dropped  by  this  week  to  tell  us  he'd  won  another 
Alfred  E.  Sloan  award  for  his  traffic  safety  work  on  radio  and  TV. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  c:  Television  Service 


I  U.  3.  QEPAffl^lT  OF  AGRICULTURE  I 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  22,  1959 
Letter  No.  873 


At  Monday's  meeting  with  food  distributors  and  egg  producers  to  discuss  ways 
to  deal  with  the  egg  problem,  Secretary  Benson  pledged  the  help  of  the  Depart- 
ment's information,  educational,  and  marketing  facilities  to  promote  egg  sales. 
Since  then  he  has  -written  a  letter  to  restaurant,  grocery,  and  other  food  service 
organizations  urging  them  to  step-up  egg  promotion.    He  pointed  out  that  the 
problem  may  last  another  eight  or  ten  weeks.    Prices  to  farmers  have  sunk  to 
extremely  loir  levels,  causing  much  hardship.    The  problem  was  aggravated  by 
unusually  heavy  egg  supplies  of  the  past  several  months.    Representatives  at  the 
meeting  agreed  that  creative  and  imaginative  merchandising  could  do  a  lot  to  ease 
the  situation.    To  aid  in  stabilizing  prices  to  farmers,  USDA  has  been  buying 
dried  egg  solids.    Since  April  2h}  it  has  spent  more  than  $3,000,000  on  such 
purchases. 

Warning  Against  Oyer- expanding  Cattle  Herds 

Yesterday,  at  the  annual  Farmer-Businessman  Dinner  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
the  Secretary  noted  the  strong  trend  under  way  toward  building  up  cattle  herds. 
He  urged  cattlemen  to  avoid  over- expanding .    He  warned  that  undesirable  results 
may  follow  later  on.    He  also  strongly  urged  hog  farmers  to  make  wise  production 
decisions,  and  pointed  out  that  returns  this  year  will  reflect  larger  supplies. 


Great  Changes  Ahead  for  Agriculture 


Under  Secretary  Morse,  Pres.  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  on  Wed. 
predicted  the  fast  pace  of  agricultural  progress  will  continue  and  sketched  the 
nature  of  the  changes  ahead.    Talking  to  the  68th  Annual  Convention  of  Illinois 
Bankers,  he  estimated  the  number  of  commercial  farms  is  apt  to  stay  near  the 
present  total  -  but  will  average  larger  and  be  further  mechanized.    He  predicted 
farm  families  on  small  or  low  income  farms  will  continue  to  turn  to  off -farm 
employment  for  supplementary  income.    There  will  be  more  commuting  to  town, 
cities,  and  industries  for  employment.    This  combination  of  country  living  and 
industrial  and  other  employment  will  increase  incomes  and  security.    Most  of 
rural  America  will  become  "mixed  income"  or  "diversified  income"  communities. 
Zoning  under  State  laws  will  increase.    Farm  and  urban  culture  will  be  more 
intermingled.    New  community  structures  will  emerge.    Regardless  of  whether  the 
income  is  primarily  non-farm  or  from  commercial  farming,  farm  families  will  need 
to  pay  more  attention  to  money  and  financial  management.    There  will  be  more 
integrated  farming  operations,  and  marketing  will  become  more  important.  Agri- 
culture will  move  eventually  toward  a  better  balance  between  production  and  use  - 
with  fewer  surpluses. 
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Astronomical  Error  on  Milky  Way 

The  Little  Tailor  who  killed  seven  at  one  stroke  had  nothing  on  us.    In  the 
June  Dairy  Month  fact  sheet  we  sent  you  last  week  one  of  our  hoys  poured  about 
125  billion  pounds  of  milk  down  the  drain  with  one  peck  at  the  wrong  typewriter 
key.    In  2nd  sentence  fifth  paragraph  on  back  page,  please  change  "milk  production 
topping  125  million  pounds"  so  it  reads  "milk  production  topping  12 5  billion 
pounds. " 

Complete  U.S.  Ag.  Picture  This  Fall 

In  October  and  November  this  year,  the  most  complete  picture  ever  of  U.S. 
farming  will  be  in  the  making,  and  maybe  the  most  important.    A  lot  of  changes 
have  taken  place  in  agriculture  in  the  past  five  years.    Some  30,000  census  takers 
will  visit  the      700,000  farms  and,  with  the  help  of  the  20  million  folks  living 
on  those  farms,  get  the  most  accurate  figures  possible  on  farming  in  this  country. 
That  information  will  be  fed  to  modern  electronic  tabulating  machines  to  get  the 
total  answers  many  parts  of  our  people  need  to  know.    Many  of  you  radio  and  TV 
farm  broadcasters  will  want  to  keep  on  top  of  that  Census,  digest  the  new  data, 
and  get  your  interpretations  back  to  the  folks  within  range  of  your  station  who 
helped  supply  the  facts. 

Policy  on  Lamb  Buying  Practices 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  USDA's  Livestock  Division  that  some  packers, 
dealers  and  market  agencies,  subject  to  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act,  are 
engaged  in  practices  injurious  to  producers  in  buying  and  selling  lambs.  Depart- 
ment specialists  consider  it  unfair,  under  the  P  &  S  Act,  to  limit  payments  for 
lambs  to  a  designated  average  weight, and  not  pay  for  any  extra  weight.  Another 
unfair  practice  is  subtracting  weight  from  the  true  and  actual  weight  of  the 
lamb.    A  statement  defining  this  general  policy  is  scheduled  for  publication  in 
the  May  26  issue  of  "Federal  Register".    Anybody  interested  can  get  copies  of  the 
policy  statement  from  the  Livestock  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Farmers  Expenses  to  Hit  New  High 

This  year  the  prices  farmers  have  to  pay  for  the  goods  and  services  they 
need  in  their  business  are  expected  to  reach  a  new  high.  Department  economic 
researchers  figure  that  last  year  production  expenses  per  farm  were  8  percent 
higher  than  the  year  before.  The  biggest  spending  increases  were  for  feed, 
livestock  and  hired  labor,  but  most  other  items  went  up  too.  But  farm  output 
rose  more  than  did  production  expenses,  so  production  expenses  per  unit  of 
output  were  less.  So  far  this  year,  expenses  per  unit  of  output  seem  to  have 
stayed  about  where  they  were. 

Farmers  Continue  Feeding  Stock  Liberally 

With  more  livestock  and  heavy  feeding  per  head,  farmers  have  used  more 
feed  grains  this  feeding  season  than  in  other  recent  years.    And  we've  managed 
to  export  about  twice  the  average  amount  of  the  four  feed  grains.    But  even 
allowing  for  the  heavier  use  of  feed  grains  now  underway,  our  Marketing  Service 
people  expect  the  carryover  into  the  next  feeding  season  will  total  about 
70  million  tons,  which  will  be  11  million  tons  more  than  the  record  carryover 

into  '58-' 59  Since  the  advent  of  modern  organic  insecticides  to  control 

cotton  pests,  cotton  yield  gains  have  averaged  53  percent. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 
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Ralph  Turner ,  FEA  program  chief  for  North  Carolina,  reports  his  folks  have 
been  putting  on  a  weekly  15  ffiia.  Farners 1  Home  TV  program  ever?/  week  for  four 

years.    He  challenges  any  others  to  match  that  Frank  Atwood's  Farm  Youth 

Program  of  OTIC-TV  and  WTIC-radio,  Hartford,  Conn. ,  which  up  to  now  has  covered 
Conn,  and  four  Massachusetts  counties,  is  "being  extended  to  all  Mass.  with  the 
blessing  of  the  Mass.  Purebred  Dairy  Cattle  Ass 'n.    That  program  makes  no-interes" 

loans  to  farm  boys  and  girls  to  buy  purebred  heifer  calves  to  start  herds  

Eill  Hoover ,  Texas  "Farm  Bureau  Roundup"  on  101  stations,  reports  his  program, 
built  around  on-the-spot  tapes  of  experts  by  top-flight  radio  farm  men,  starts 
its  sixth  year  tomorrow. 

Flash  Flood  Water  Saving  in  SW 

Less  than  5  percent  of  the  rain  running  off  southwestern  rangelands  ever 
reaches  a  point  downstream  where  it  can  be  put  to  use.    USDA  researchers  doubt 
that  southwest  runoff  recover  will  ever  prove  a  major  water  source.    But  they 
point  out  that  as  population  continues  to  rise,  we  can't  afford  to  neglect  any 
source.    Out  in  the  semi-arid  southwest  around  Tucson,  thunderstorms  are  small  anc 
local,  short  but  fierce.    Rangelands  are  young,  land  slopes  steep,  streams 
rampagous.    For  example,  near  Tombstone  a  dry  streambed  became  a  raging  torrent 
in  17  minutes  with  20,000  cubic  feet  of  water  going  by  each  second.  USDA 
engineers  figure  small  reservoirs  located  on  tributaries  of  larger  streams  could 
save  considerable  water.    In  many  places  they  think  these  small  reservoirs  could 
be  located  on  soils  where  they  would  help  recharge  underground  water  storage. 
They  also  see  possibilities  that  more  and  better  vegetation  can  be  made  to  pay  in 
better  erosion  control. 

More  Cows  in  One -Man  Dairy 

Our  economists  have  about  decided  they'll  soon  have  to  change  their  definition 
of  a  small  dairy  farm.    They  used  to  think  of  it,  more  or  less,  as  a  one-man 
dairy  farm  with  few  acres  and  a  small  herd.    The  size  of  the  herd  was  controlled 
by  the  number  of  cows  one  man  could  milk  and  care  for.    Typically  that  was  12  to 
15  cows.    Research  Economist  M.  M.  Lindsey,  who  has  been  comparing  the  size  and 
cost  of  different  systems  of  dairying,  finds  the  recent  substitution  of  capital 
in  the  form  of  new  equipment  and  mechanized  systems  for  labor  has  done  much  to 
change  our  old  idea  of  a  one-man  dairy  farm.    Pipeline  milking  systems,  bulk 
tanks,  bulk  feed  handling,  mechanical  feeding  systems,  barn  cleaners,  etc.  have 
cut  the  time  it  takes  for  dairy  chores.    The  man-hours  saved  have  been  used  to 
milk  and  care  for  more  cows.    Economist  Lindsey  figures  that  with  the  herringbone 
milking  parlor  system  an  efficient  operator  can  milk  from  ^0  to  k-5  cows  an  hour. 
In  two  hours,  a  skilled  operator  can  milk  a  herd  of  about  85  cows.    He  says  a 
carefully  planned  and  engineered  system  will  permit  the  expansion  of  the  one-man 
dairy  to  where  it,  too,  can  realize  the  benefits  of  size. 

Three  Wise  Men  from  the  West 

The  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour's  Milt  Bliss,  Chicago,  Jerry  Seaman,  Milwaukee, 
and  Frank  Mullen  (who  started  the  show  in  1928,  became  an  HBC  v. p.  and  now  is 
special  consultant  on  the  show),  Los  Angeles,  came  to  see  us  last  week  and  out 
of  the  rocking  chair  sessions  arose  some  new  format  plans.    First  off,  more 
entertainment,  and  more  features  from  the  USDA.    Starting  tomorrow,  May  23,  we 
use  7  minutes  regularly  instead  of  five,  and  explore  current  important  agricul- 
tural issues  more  in  depth,  with  less  headline  and  market  reporting. 


_  b.  _ 

Hiding  Place  Provided  for  Bugs 

This  week  the  Department  announced  that  destructive  stored-grain  vest,  the 
Khapra  beetle,  has  "been  found  in  small  but  threatening  numbers  on  19  properties  in 
Texas  and  11  in  nearby  New  Mexico.    USDA  researchers  also  revealed  how  they 
recently  uncovered  an  infestation  in  a  grain  elevator  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.    They  de- 
vised a  pleated-cloth  detection  trap  to  capitalize  on  the  beetle  grub's  tendency 
to  hide  in  cracks.    When  they  lowered  the  cloth  trap  folded  in  accordion-like 
pleats  into  the  grain  bins,  the  beetles  collected  in  the  crevices.    Now,  hearings 
in  Dallas  tomorrow  will  concern  a  proposal  to  extend  the  Federal  Khapra  beetle 
quarantine  to  include  Texas,    With  9  billion  bushels  of  grain  in  storage  around 
the  country s  the  presence  of  this  expensive  pest  anywhere  is  cause  for  concern. 

Extra  Broad  Farm  Broadcasts  May  25-30 

"National  Watershed  Congress"  -  Highlights  from  Washington;  "Latest  in  New  Uses 
for  Farm  Products    -  reviewed  by  USDA  scientists.;  and  a  "Salute  to  National 
Holstein-Friesian  Ass'n"  in  annual  meeting:    all  these  and  more  besides  on  Nat'l 
tfFarm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC,  Sat.  May  30th.    12  noon  EDT. 

U.S.  Farm  Markets  in  England"  -  and  how  our  ag.  attache  helps  exporters  and  im- 
porters -  with  Robt.  Anderson,  U.S.  Ag.  attache  in  London  on  'Agriculture  USA' 
over  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  May  30th. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Deport"  -  The  Sage  of  Fairfax  Hollow  is  on  the  Mutual  Radio 
Net.,  Mon.  thru  Fri.  12:. 05  ELT. 

"Farm  Idea  Exchange  with  Neighbors  Abroad"  -  Cannon  Hearne,  FAS,  reports  on  ten 
years  experience  with  the  results  of  inspection  and  training  trips  for  visitors 
to  U.S.  from  other  countries.    On  'American  Farmer"  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  May 
30th,  12:30  EDT. 

New  Topics  for  Your  Tapes 

40Q59       "New  Regulations  on  Livestock  Marketing"-  Effective  next  Monday  -  Lee 

Sinclair,  Deputy  Dir.  livestock  division,  AMS,  explains  to  Lance  Hooks 
how  these  changes  in  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  will  protect 
producers  of  livestock  and  meat.  TIME:  2:22 

^1Q59  "Rural  Development  Program  Moves  Ahead"  -  Comment  by  Under  Secretary 
True  Morse  on  what  the  recent  Rural  Development  Program  Workshop  in 
West  Virginia  means  toward,  boosting  the  economy  in  low- income  rural 
areas.  TIME:  1:50 

And  for  your  TV  Viewers 

Next  week's  USDA  Research  Roundup  for  TV,  includes:     (l)  "The  Long  and  Short 
of  It"  -  Controlled  Plant  Growth,  that  is;  (2)  "A  Mite-y  Strange  Diet"  for 
research  mites,  (3)  "Old  Gray  Mare  Ain't  What  She  Used  to  Be"  -  Horses  and  mules 
still  trotting  downhill,  (k)  "Weather  Linked  to  Disease"  -  and  used  by  USDA  to 
warn  farmers  on  crop  outbreaks. 

"What's  In  An  Egg?"  is  next  week's  feature  farm  TV  package. 

Milk  Reaches  High  Tide  in  June 

This  year  dairy  farmers  will  market  more  dairy  products  than  in  any  other  year 
in  history.    This  coming  June  production  will  rise  to  its  peak.    As  Secretary 
Benson  declared  yesterday,  milk  is  now  more  economical  for  the  average  family  than 
ever  before.    All  this  spells  out  that  June  is  Dairy  Month  and.  we  can  help 
celebrate  by  calling  attention  of  this  near-perfect  food  in  the  most  likely  month 
for  perfection. 

Sincerely, 


Layne ' Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTEi 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  29,  1959 
Letter  Wo.  87^ 


Downstairs  in  the  Patio,  right  now,  our  researchers  are  putting  in  an 
exhibit  on  new  uses  for  farm  products.    It  will  he  on  display  June  1  thru  June  26. 
We  are  calling  your  attention  to  it  particularly  because  we  figure  you  may  want 
to  take  it  in  on  your  way  to  or  from  the  NATKFD  meeting  in  New  York,  June  18,  19 
and  20.    This  is  not  just  another  showing  of  what's  in  the  stock  room.    It  may 
prove  your  best  crystal  ball  on  future  developments  in  research.    Howard  Hass,  ARS, 
tells  us  two-thirds  of  the  exhibit  will  give  visual  reports  on  significant  find- 
ings just  a  step  or  two  in  advance  of  what's  likely  to  be  coming  up  in  commercial 
application  just  around  the  corner.    A  lot  of  these  aim  at  surplus  farm  crop  uses 
for  industrial  and  chemical  products  -  instead  of  trying  to  stretch  the  human 
stomach  to  take  more  food.    We  can  see  some  good  radio  and  TV  recordings  in  this. 
ARS  also  plans  a  minute  or  minute-and-a-half  film  strip  for  those  of  you  who  can't 
manage  to  come  by  and  see  us  some  time  during  the  exhibit.    Next  Monday,  June  1, 
Under  Secretary  True  Morse  opens  the  show.    A  "Little  Miss  Cotton"  will  be  on  hand. 
So  will  Frank  Teuton's  Girls  -  modeling  new  cotton  and  wool  dress  and  slack 
materials.    Animal  fats  show  up  in  plastics  that  are  something  new  under  the  sun. 
Exhibits  also  include  a  cotton  rope  machine,  a  model  plant  for  dehydrating  potato 
granules  and  other  of  the  more  than  800  public  service  patents  granted  to  Depart- 
ment scientists  in  this  new  uses  field.    Members  of  Congress  and  representatives 
of  industrial,  business,  and  farm  groups  will  take  part  in  the  opening  ceremony, 
and  the  National  h-E  Club  Conference  June  13-19  will  take  in  this  exhibit  as  an 
important  part  of  their  visit  to  the  top  sights  in  the  Nation's  Capital. 

Eggs  Lowest  in  Eighteen  Years 

Better  quality  egg  prices  this  Spring  have  sunk  their  lowest  since  'kl.  Our 
Marketing  Service  economists  figure  prices  may  continue  lower  than  last  year 
until  we  get  along  to  perhaps  early  July  when  normally  excess  production  is 
shifted  into  commercial  storage.    They  say  the  average  run  of  eggs  sold  by  farm- 
ers today  has  a  considerably  bigger  proportion  of  the  better  grade  eggs.  That 
and  the  general  abundance  of  eggs,  resulting  from  more  efficient  production,  have 
squeezed  down  prices.    For  the  past  month,  the  Department  has  been  buying  eggs 
to  help  stabilize  prices.    This  past  week  it  bought  7*10,000  pounds  of  dried  whole 
egg  solids,  equal  to  about  7^,000  cases  of  shell  eggs.    So  far,  USDA  has  spent 
nearly  §k  million  dollars  helping  take  surplus  eggs  off  the  market.    In  spite  of 
the  buying  program,  however,  with  production  likely  to  continue  above  last  year 
for  some  months  -  maybe  even  to  the  end  of  the  year  -  prices  may  continue  low  the 
rest  of  this  Spring  and  into  early  summer. 
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Taped  Farm  Spots  Blanket  State 

Ass't  Ed.  Cordell  Hatch,  Term.  Ext.,  reports  his  U-T  Farm  and  Home  Radio 
Shorts  Service  now  completely  blankets  the  Volunteer  State.  He  feels  they  are 
more  versatile  than  the  15-min.  farm  shows,  and  finds  many  stations  use  each 
short  on  as  many  as  three  broadcasts  a  day.  They  are  used  on  Farm  News  Shows, 
Home  Shows,  Regular  News  broadcasts,  and  as  spot  news  and  informational  items. 
But  the  15-min.  tapes  are  not  doing  bad  either.    Thirty-eight  stations,  more  than 

a  third  in  the  State  still  use  the  U-T  15-min.  Farm  Shows  Cordell  will  join 

Penn.  State  U.  Ext  July  1,  as  Radio  Specialist.    He'll  be  working  with  Elton  Tait, 

Jack  Schinagl  et  al  Dewey  Rounds,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  reports  they 

are  adding  an  hour  summer  program  from  5  to  6  a.m.  six  days  a  week.    It  will  carry 

a  good  deal  of  music,  but  also  a  lot  of  harvest  information  Last  week,  Norm 

Kraeft,  UGN,  Chicago,  added  a  five  min.  daily  visit  on  the  farm  and  interview  with 
a  farm  family  as  a  "new  dimension"  feature  on  his  radio  "Country  Fair". 

Latest  Reports  from  Our  Researchers 

Our  scientists  at  Beltsville  tried  three-ways  of  using  forage.    They  found  it 
cost  less  and  took  less  work  to  rotate  the  cows  on  pasture  and  let  them  do  their 
own  pasture  cutting  in  the  usual  way.    Rotational  grazing  cost  less  than  strip 
grazing  because  you  didn't  have  to  move  electric  fences  every  day,  and  less  than 
soiling  because  you  didn't  have  to  harvest  and  handle  forage  every  day  as  in 

soiling  Ifeine  Experiment  Station  and  USDA  scientists  reported  taking  stones 

out  of  fields,  to  make  it  easier  to  harvest  potatoes  with  machinery,  may  be  good 
for  the  machines,  but  speeds  up  soil  erosion.    Those  engineering  are  thinking  of 
designing  mechanical  stone  pickers  to  crush  the  stones  to  just  the  right  size  - 
not  so  big  as  to  damage  machines,  but  coarse  enough  to  help  water  sink  into  the 

soil  Department  engineers  working  on  flamers  to  control  weeds  in  cotton 

say  careful  adjustment  and  operation  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas  burners,  used  in 
flame  cultivation  of  cotton,  can  result  in  more  efficient  weed  control. 


One  of  the  Jones Boys 


Ivan  Jones,  KGW,  Portland,  was  elected  president  recently  of  the  newly-formed 
Oregon  Agricultural  Editors,  when  radio,  TV,  farm  press  and  magazine  folks  and 
information  workers  got  together  at  Oregon  State  College.    Aim  of  the  group:  Better 
Public  Relations  for  Oregon's  Agriculture.    First  project  launched  —  promotion  of 
the  term  "flavorland"  for  Oregon's  "superior  quality  strawberry  crop".  Congratula- 
tions Ivan.    Save  us  a  piece  of  shortcake. 


Small  Chick  Hatcheries  Disappearing 


The  current  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation,  out  this  week,  indicates  that  small 
hatcheries,  operating  for  the  production  of  egg-type  chicks,  are  disappearing. 
On  the  other  hand,  chick  hatcheries  in  broiler  regions,  show  more  efficiency  than 
other  hatcheries.    They  average  using  more  of  their  egg  setting  capacity  than  they 
did  two  years  ago.    These  poultry  specialists  estimate  that  the  annual  capacity  of 
commercial  hatcheries  in  this  country  is  more  than  double  the  last  year's  hatchings 

of  2.5  billion  chicks  and  poults  The  Department  has  announced  that 

restrictions  will  not  be  imposed  on  marketings  of  sugarcane  from  the  i960  crop  in 
Louisiana  and  Florida.    That's  because  last  year's  production  of  sugarcane  on  the 
Mainland  was  less  than  expected  and  because  off-shore  areas  had  short  crops. 
Unrestricted  acreage  of  sugarcane  vri.ll  enable  the  Mainland  areas  to  build  sugar 
stocks  back  to  a  more  normal  level,  as  recommended  by  the  meeting  in  New  Orleans 
at  the  end  of  April. 
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Career  Man  Bill 

Last  Saturday,  Bill  Drips,  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  Ore.,  put  on  a  special  panel 
of  specialists  from  Oregon  State  to  point  up  today's  remarkable  career  opportuni- 
ties in  agriculture  and  the  "big  shortage  of  men  with  enough  training  for  the  new 
jobs.    Bill  reports  they  pulled  all  stops  to  publicize  that  show.    They  wrote  all 
highschools,  ran  ads  in  news  papers  directing  attention  to  it,  and  sent  publicity 
on  it  to  weeklies.    Drips,  in  his  preview  of  the  show,  pointed  out  that  basic 
agriculture  plus  added  chemistry,  botany,  entomology,  and  numerous  other  even  more 
specialized  courses  are  needed  to  train  today's  food  technicians,  crop  developers, 
fertilizer  experts,  trained  marketers  and  basic  researchers  who  help  get  food  to 
our  growing  population.    He  also  offered  USDA  booklet  on  "Careers  Ahead". 

Feed- Mixers  Market  for  Grease  -  -  -  -  Cool  Strawberries 

For  the  past  10  years,  renderers  have  anxiously  watched  their  market  for 
inedible  tallow  and  grease  diminish.    However,  in  the  June  issue  of  "Agricultural 
Marketing"  out  Monday,  USDA  marketing  specialists  point  out  that  the  fast  growing 
mixed  feed  industry  offers  the  most  promising  market.    Feed  mixing  plants  already 
take  large  amounts,  and  could  use  even  more.    Quality  control  poses  a  problem. 
Unless  the  rendering  industry  can  supply  consistently  high-quality  fats  to  feed 
plants,  future  development  of  this  market  may  be  cut  down.    Some  are  trying  to 
meet  this  need,  and  also  trying  to  improve  the  quality  of  meat  scraps  and  tankage 

produced  as  joint  products  of  tallow  and  grease  The  June  issue  also  tells 

about  the  precooling  and  shipping  of  Louisiana  strawberries  to  assure  high  quality 
berries  to  consumers;  a  market  test  on  a  new  variety  of  cantaloupe;  traces  twenty 
years  of  growth  of  continuous  inspection  service  for  processed  fruits  and 
vegetables;  analyzes  the  school  market  for  dairy  products;  and  summarizes  an 
evaluation  of  milk  consumption  in  summer  camps. 

World  Farm  Output  Gains  on  People 

For  nine  years  now,  world  output  of  most  major  crops  has  increased  substan- 
tially more  than  the  ten  percent  world  population  is  estimated  to  have  risen. 
Last  year  world  production  of  wheat  was  about  25  percent  higher  than  the  '50- '5^ 
average.    World  rice  was  up  2h  percent,  corn  28  percent,  and  barley  22  percent. 
In  spite  of  high  use  of  food  per  person,  substantial  stocks  of  wheat,  rice,  and 
feed  grains  have  accumulated.    Two  years  of  high  production  preceded  the  record 
output  last  year.    World  wheat  production  last  year  reached  an  all-time  high  of 
about  8.7  billion  bushels,  mainly  because  of  record  production  in  the  U.S.,  the 
USSR,  and  Mainland  China. 

We  Have  to  Stop  Wasting  Water 

Monday  Sec'y  Benson  told  the  Sixth  National  Watershed  Congress  meeting  here 
we  have  to  use  water  more  efficiently  in  industry,  in  towns  and  cities,  in  general 
farming,  and  in  irrigation.    He  pointed  out  that  demands  for  water  are  increasing 
fast  -  estimated  at  more  than  200  billion  gallons  a  day  and  likely  to  double  in 
25  years.    The  Sec'y  suggested  we  explore  all  possibilities;  cloud  seeding, 
forecasting  water  supplies,  converting  saline  waters,  treating  waste  water, 
reducing  erosion  and  floods,  cutting  down  evaporation,  finding  out  more  about  how 
plants  use  water,  and  many  other  water  research  projects.    He  urged  the  need  of 
more  awareness  among  all  Americans  of  the  oneness  of  our  physical  resources. 
Water  can  be  viewed  from  its  soil  conservation  aspect,  agronomy,  forestry,  wild- 
life, recreation,  business,  industry,  law,  and  other  aspects,  but  never  alone. 

Water,  land,  and  people  are  inseparable  parts  of  one  thing,  our  welfare  

How  about  doing  a  special  show  on  water  saving,  Bill  Drips? 


Current  Picture  Stories  for  TV 
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"Research  Roundup"  this  week  features  these  four  "big-little  one-minute,  one 
picture  stories:  (l)  Nuts.'  -  New  synthetic  'nutshell'  to  keep  walnut  meats 
fresh;  (2)  Synthetic  Diet  for  Weevils  -  boll  weevil  raising  in  captivity  to  help 
researchers  kill  others  of  their  kind;  (3)  Picker-Upper  -  new  machine  for  taking 
the  bends  out  of  prune  harvesting;  and  (h)  Cultures  on  Call  -  one  of  the  world's 
largest  collections  of  bacteria  and  fungi  kept  on  tap  for  researchers. 

"Soil  Conservation  -  Hawaiian  Style"  -  TV  story  illustrated  with  19  still 
pictures.    Also  going  out  this  week,  special  TV  package  of  11  still  pictures 
on  the  Egg  Situation  entitled  "What's  in  an  Egg"  along  with  the  TV  Home  Feature, 
including  other  "Plentiful  Foods  for  June".    Next:  "Cool  Corn  Stays  Sweet"  -  as  a 
result  of  chilling  in  the  field  -  a  4-picture  story  for  TV. 

Cup  Your  Ear  to  the  Networks  for  These: 

"New  Uses  for  Farm  Products"  -  as  revealed  by  Dr.  George  Irving  and  Frank 
Teuton,  ARS,  over  the  long-ranging  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  June  6. 

"Visit  to  a  Cow  Milking  Pool"  -  A  Special  June  Dairy  Month  Feature  -  and 
"USDA  Home  Report"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.  June  6. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Radio  Net 

"Exhibit  of  Recent  Developments  in  Farm  Research"  -  New  Products  Derived  from 
Farm  Crops,  described  on  'American  Farmer'  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  June  6. 

Timely  Topics  Now  Ready  for  Your  Tape: 

^2Q59    "Benson  Salutes  Dairymen"  -  Ag.  Secretary  hails  dairymen  for  their  contri- 
bution to  a  dependable  supply  of  dairy  products.    A  June  Dairy  Month 
Feature.  TIME:  1:18 

^3Q59    "New  Strain  of  Bluegrass"  -  with  the  Atom  providing  the  break,  instead  of 
cross-breeding.    Howard  Hass  tells  how  disease  resistant.  TIME:  1:22 

M^-Q59    "Eggs. .  .Eggs. .  .and  more  EGGS"  -  Eddie  Karpoff ,  AMS,  tells  Jack  Towers 

where  they  came  from  and  what  the  industry  is  doing  about  it.    TIME:  3:02 

Big  NATRFD  Meet  in  Little  Old  New  York 


Bob  Palmer  communicates  from  Gotham- on- the -Subway  that  arrangements  for  the 
NATRFD  Spring  Convention  program  in  New  York  on  June  l8,  19  and  20  are  about  set. 
Actually,  registration  starts  the  afternoon  before  at  the  Convention  hotel,  the 
Statler-Hilton  (formerly  the  Pennsylvania).    Reservations  for  hotel  rooms  should 
be  made  right  away. 

A  full  three-day  schedule  has  been  announced,  some  of  it  business,  a  lot  of 
it  pleasure.    On  Thursday  a.m.,  the  NATRFD  Sales  Promotion  Committee  will  make  a 
presentation  to  prospective  farm  program  sponsors.     (This  is  important,  since 
sponsorship  is  what  enables  most  farm  broadcasters  to  stay  on  the  air).  After 
this,  there  will  be  a  client  presentation  to  farm  broadcasters.    After  a  general 
business  session  at  9  a.m.  Friday,  the  next  two  days  will  be  devoted  mostly  to 
educational  things.    A  complete  program  of  the  3-day  convention  with  all  enter- 
tainments, etc.  has  been  mailed  to  NATRFD  members.     Hope  to  meet  you  there. 


Sincerely, 


Layhe  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television 'Service 


